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CONTRIBUTORS

ELIZABETH CARTER is a senior majoring in Asian Studies with a concentration in Chinese 
language and literature at UNC-Chapel Hill. She has received a Burch Fellowship to go to Tokyo 
during  summer 2007 to research how Chinese immigrant women there view Japanese society.

WILTON S. DILLON is a Senior Scholar Emeritus at the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington DC.  Dillon, an anthropologist, for many years directed the Smithsonian’s Office of 
Seminars and Symposia.

BEN DORMAN conducts research on Japanese religion and the media at the Nanzan Institute 
for Religion and Culture in Nagoya, Japan and is co-editor of the Japanese Journal of Religious 
Studies.

YUAN GAO is a doctoral student in History at the University of Memphis, doing a 
mutidisiplinary dissertation, "Deconstructing the Provincial Identity: a Case Study of Post-Mao 
Shaanxi," which is expected to be finished next year.

MEGAN HARRELL  is a rising senior at Mary Baldwin College majoring in Asian Studies.  
She has studied at Doshisha Women’s College in Japan and has studied Korean language and 
culture at a college in Seoul.

JAMES HOLMES is a senior research associate at the University of Georgia Center for 
International Trade and Security, Athens, GA.  Jim is the co-author of the forthcoming book 
'Chinese  Naval Strategy in the 21st Century: The Turn to Mahan'  (Routledge, 2007), and co-
editor of the forthcoming  book Asia Looks Seaward: Power and Maritime Strategy (Praeger 
Security International, 2007).

AYE MON HTUT, a native of Burma, graduated from Mary Baldwin College with Honors in 
2007 with a degree in Social Work and a minor in Asian Studies.

XUEXIN LIU is associate professor of Japanese at Spelman College. She has published a 
comprehensive book on Studies of Classical Japanese  and numerous research papers on 
historical Japanese linguistics, Japanese sociolinguistics, Japanese pedagogy, Japanese 
semantics, and Japanese social and cultural studies. She also has expertise in Japanese-English-
Chinese translation and has published many translated works in Asian cultures.

DANIEL A. MÉTRAUX is 2006-07 Patricia H. Menk Professor of Asian Studies at Mary 
Baldwin College,and Editor of VRAS and former Editor (now Associate Editor) of the Southeast 
Review of Asian Studies.  His most recent book, Burma’s Modern Tragedy (co-edited with Khin 
Oo) was published in 2004.  He received a Fulbright for scholarly research in China in 2006.  He 
has written several books and many articles on Japan’s Soka Gakkai.

ELIZABETH L. MÉTRAUX  has spent several years working in the nonprofit sector on 
international development and humanitarian initiatives with a focus on the Middle East. She has 
worked in the United States House of Representatives, the League of Arab States, the American 
Red Cross, and in a number of regional non-governmental organizations in Palestine, Iraq, Sudan 
and South Asia. She and her husband live in Greensboro, Vermont.  



DOMONIC NARDI graduated from Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service in 
2005 and is currently doing a joint degree with Georgetown University Law Center and the 
Johns Hopkins-SAIS Southeast Asian Studies program.  He has a special interest in 
environmental policy in Southeast Asia and has conducted research and done internships in the 
region.

AMY PHIFER is a rising senior at Randolph Macon College from Fredericksburg, Virginia 
majoring in English.

RICHARD RICE is Professor of History and Co-Director of the Asia Program at the University 
of Tennessee/ Chattanooga. He is working on a comparative study of ethnic claims and human 
rights in Asia.

MARGARET RICHARDSON is Assistant Professor of Art History at George Mason 
University and Adjunct Instructor of Asian Studies and Art History at Mary Baldwin College.  
She has written and lectured extensively on contemporary Indian art.

MICHAEL SETH is Associate Professor of History at James Madison University. He received 
his Ph.D. from the University of Hawaii, his M.A. and B.A. from the State University of New 
York at Binghamton.  He is author of two books on Korean History.  

XIAOLING SHI is a third-year Ph.D. student at the department of East Asian Studies in the 
University of Arizona. Her main field is Chinese Literature and films. She is also interested in 
neoliberalism and cultural studies.

KAZUO YAGAMI is Assistant Professor in the Department of Social and Behavioral Science at 
Savannah State University.  

SHIWEI YIN is an international student from Shanghai, China.  He recently graduated from the 
University of Virginia  majoring in economics, foreign affairs and Japanese.  He will be working 
as a paralegal in an economic consulting firm in DC area in 2007-08.

JAMES WOLF YOXALL, a graduate student at Union Institute and University, is an adjunct 
instructor in Asian Studies at Mary Baldwin College and has spent recent summers teaching in 
rural Chinese schools.  He and his wife Hilary have an adopted Chinese daughter Hannah and 
son Dillan from orphanages in China.  
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