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CONTRIBUTORS 
 
Willa Baker is a graduate student at the University of Virginia studying Tibetan 

Buddhism. 

 

Dave Cary is Professor Emeritus of Sociology at Mary Baldwin College.  He currently 

lives in Sydney where he helps direct Mary Baldwin College study programs in Australia. 

 

Benjamin Dorman is based at the Nanzan Institute for Religion & Culture where he 

researches on Japanese new religious movements and the media. He is associate editor of 

the Japanese Journal of Religious Studies.  He is also an adjunct professor in Asian 

Studies and Religion in the Adult Degree Program at Mary Baldwin College. 

 

Lewis Fickett Jr. is Professor Emeritus of Political Science at Mary Washington College.  

He has written extensively on contemporary Indian politics and society. 

 

Jonathan Goldstein is a Research Associate of Harvard University’s Fairbank Center for 

East Asian Research and a Professor of History [East Asia] at the State University of 

West Georgia, Carrollton, Georgia.  His books include The Jews of China [2000] and 

China and Israel, 1948-98 [1999].   

 

Marilyn Goldstein is a professor of Art History at Long Island university with 

specializations in Precolumbian and Asian Art. She received her doctorate at Columbia 

University, did a Post Doctoral Fellowship at Yale University, and was a Fulbright 

scholar in China.  She has published widely in her field. 

 

Robert Grotjohn is Associate Professor of English at Mary Baldwin College where he 

teaches a course on Asian-American Women Writers,  He taught at a university in Korea 

in the mid-1980s and has done extensive research and writing in the area of Asian-

American literature. 
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William R. Harker, a specialist on Thai and SE Asian history and politics, is co-owner 

of Nicolas Meetings Mgt. He received his MA in Political Science from the University of 

California.   

 

Wendy Hsu is a graduate student of East Asian Studies at the University  of 

Virginia.  Her current academic interests are audio-visual culture and multiculturalism 

with a focus in contemporary Asia. 

 

Joseph Tse-Hei Lee is Assistant Professor of History at Pace University. 

 

Alfred Metraux (1902-63) was a Swiss anthropologist whose research and writing 

focused on such areas as the Indians of South America, Haitian Voodoo, and Easter 

Island. His books include Voodoo in Haiti, Ethnology of Easter Island, and History of the 

Incas.  He was Professor of Ethnology at the Sorbonne in Paris and also taught briefly at 

Berkeley and at Yale. He was a leading spokesman and writer on human rights at Unesco 

from its founding until his retirement in 1962.  He played a critical role in the writing of 

the UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 

Daniel A. Metraux is Professor of Asian Studies and Chair of the Department of Foreign 

Languages, Literatures and Cultures at Mary Baldwin College.  He has written 

extensively on two of Japan’s New Religions, the Soka Gakkai and Aum Shinrikyo. 

 

Kumiko Omura graduated from a university in Tokyo in 2003 and is currently a project 

specialist with Project HOPE Japan. She completed a minor in Asian Studies while 

studying at Mary Baldwin Coillege in 2001-02.  

 

Elizabeth Saylor is a college student from Virginia studying Arabic and teaching 

English in the West Bank.  She has also been involved in politics in the United States, 

New Zealand, Canada, France and Singapore 
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Dr. Narasingha P. Sil is professor of history at Western Oregon University.  He has 

published widely in the history of sixteenth-century England and nineteenth-century 

India.  His biography Swami Vivekananda: A Reassessment (1997) received the Choice 

award of  "Outstanding Academic Book" in religion for the year 1997. 

 

Constance Fletcher Smith is a senior lecturer in the Department of English, Linguistics 

and Speech at Mary Washington College in Fredericksburg.  She teaches courses 

including Women in Literature and Global Issues in Literature. 

 

Michael Smitka is Professor of Economics at Washington and Lee University and Presi-

dent of the Virginia Consortium for Asian Studies.  He has published widely on topics 

relating to economic and political developments in Japan.  

 

Min Zin has been involved in Burmese pro-democracy movement since he was 14 as a 

high school student activist in early 1988. He founded nation-wide high school student 

union in Burma and worked  closely with pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi. He is 

a deputy editor of the Irrawaddy Magazine (www.irrawaddy.org) and also currently 

work-ing for Radio Free Asia (Burmese Service) as the Program Writer and commentator. 

He was a visiting scholar at U.C. Berkeley's School of Journalism in 2001-2002. 

 

 

 
 


